
provide technical assistance and 

one-on-one assistance to potential 

MI Bridges applicants. The assis-

tance may vary from answering 

applicant questions to helping them 

complete the entire application 

online. This also includes entering 

data for persons unable to use the  

system themselves; whether they 

are without computer knowledge, 

the ability to read, or experience a 

language barrier                    

 

                       -Marlene Cook 

 

Bates Place is now an ACCESS 

Agency Partner for the Michigan 

Department of Human Services 

(MDHS); specifically  Michigan 

Benefits Access (MBA) and MI 

Bridges.   

 

MBA is an unprecedented pub-

lic/private partnership that aims 

to connect greater numbers of 

families in Michigan to a range 

of benefits to promote  house-

hold economic stability. The 

development of MBA came out 

of the aftermath of the devastat-

ing economic recession of 2008, 

which left Michigan as one of 

the hardest hit states in the na-

tion. Michigan needed an easy-to

-navigate, one-stop, web portal 

for individuals to apply and ac-

cess public benefits. MI Bridges, 

developed and maintained by the 

MDHS, was created to provide 

families and individuals with a 

safe and secure access to the fol-

lowing benefits: food assistance, 

cash assistance, medical assis-

tance, child development and 

care, and state emergency relief 

(energy and non-energy related). 

 

One of the benefits of MI Bridges 

is that individuals can apply for 

and check their benefits at any 

ACCESS partner agency. Any 

time Bates Place is open, clients 

have access to computers; they no 

longer have to visit the local De-

partment of Human Services 

(DHS) office. They simply log on 

to the MI Bridges site at a time 

that is convenient for them. Cli-

ents can also report changes and 

submit required documents on 

line without making a trip to DHS 

office or spending time waiting in 

line. 

 

The staff and volunteers at Bates 

Place are also certified Navigation 

Partners. We received training to 
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 Bates Place Ministries applied 

for and received a $ 1,000 grant 

from Community Christian 

Ministries Foundation. This 

request was for the installation 

of a commercial grade Bunn 

coffee machine and Cappucci-

no machine. Both machines 

needed a dedicated water sup-

ply. The job required remodel-

ing of the cabinetry,  

plumbing work and painting.. 

 

Stop in for  some hot chocolate 

or French Vanilla cappuccino! 

Check out next month for an 

AFTER picture! 

This is a tangible blessing to our 

hospitality ministry. 

Thank you CCMF! 
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dents and Cliff Washington from Pine 

Rest Re-entry Village came at 10:30. 

This was a Criminal Justice class “field 

trip”. The students had been studying 

issues contributing to the breakdown of 

the community. The purpose of this trip 

was to visit Bates Place Ministry as an 

organization that was working towards 

restoration in the community. Bryan 

explained the mission statement and 

programs here at Bates. During Brian’s 

talk, Professor Banks would ask her 

students if they recognized different 

theories they had studied and could 

they apply some of Bates examples of 

real life situations to what they had 

been studying. A great question and 

answer session rounded out the visit. 

June 12- Bates Place Ministry hosted a 

Lead Safe Awareness Workshop. Can-

dice Chivis, Healthy Homes Outreach 

Coordinator, provided education of 

proper techniques on how to clean and 

dispose of potential lead hazards found 

June 4- “Coffee with the Captain”: 

We had a dozen people show up; 

some new faces and some regulars. 

Topics of discussion included the 

helicopter issue and an upcoming 

basketball tournament (which has 

since been cancelled). Captain 

Payne stated that the police depart-

ment could have done a better job 

informing the community that this 

area would be the focus of the heli-

copter patrol and how the helicopter 

would be used. The helicopter was 

sent to Muskegon because of com-

plaints from people in the surround-

ing neighborhoods. Captain Payne 

shared with us that the use of the 

helicopters was very successful in 

recovering guns used and appre-

hending those involved. Grand Rap-

ids can still request the use of the 

helicopter if needed.   

 June 11- Visit from GRCC class: 

Professor Nikki Banks, her 25 stu-

in older homes. The focus group was 

parents, grandparents and caregivers 

of children 1-6 years of age. In addi-

tion to the power point, Ms. Chivis 

also showed a short film following a 

young man from birth to 4 years old 

through his school years and unfor-

tunately to incarceration. He lived in 

a rundown older house from birth to 

kindergarten where he was exposed 

to high levels of lead. This “lead poi-

soning” affected his social and edu-

cational development.   

A spaghetti lunch was provided to 

the participants. Although the num-

bers were few, the workshop partici-

pants will get the "word out" to their 

family, friends, and neighbors with 

small children in the home.  

For more information on keeping 

your house safe and lead free, call 

(616) 456-3030 or 

www.healthyhomescoalition.org 

Meet the Staff! 
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Paul con-

tinued his 

education 

at GRCC  

and re-

ceived an 

Associ-

ates De-

gree in 

general studies focusing on criminal 

justice. While at GRCC, he was a 

counselor during an internship at Pro-

ject Rehab. Currently, Paul is enrolled 

in Ferris State pursuing a Bachelors 

Degree in Criminal Justice. 

From his first days of  coming to Bates 

Place, through his AARP assignment, 

it was obvious Paul was in his element. 

His natural desire to help others, his 

wealth of life experience, and his 

open demeanor make him perfectly 

suited to working with drop-in center 

visitors. He is devoted to the mission  

of Bates Places and uses his expertise 

in a variety of ways.  

 

                                                                            

When Paul is not at Bates Place or 

with his grandchildren, you might 

find him working out at the Kroc 

Center or fishing a local body of wa-

ter. 

 

                                  - Marlene Cook 

Paul Larthridge– Drop-In Center 

Manager 

 

Paul Larthridge joined the staff at 

Bates Place in 2013 after spending 

close to 6 months working at Bates 

Place through an AARP workforce 

development program.   

Paul grew up in the city of Kalama-

zoo and then spent a number of 

years in Flint where he worked for 

General Motors. While in Flint, 

Paul attended Jordan Business col-

lege and earned an Associates De-

gree in Social work. He has also 

lived in Colorado and Georgia. He 

moved to Grand Rapids in 2007 to 

help take care of his grandchildren 

after the death of his daughter.             



 

Meet Janice Rostic, our newest 

AARP member to join the team 

at Bates Place. Janice is one of 

the receptionists at the front desk 

and general all around "helper". 

She also makes great popcorn and 

coffee. Her welcoming presence 

helps put people at ease.  

 

She is the mother of four adult 

children and the grandmother of 

eleven and has one great grand-

child. A relationship with the Lord 

is foremost and a relationship with 

people around her is a close sec-

ond. She enjoys reading, traveling and 

walking.  

 

Gospel Missionary Baptist is her home 

church where she is involved in many 

activities. Being a quality technician has 

kept her busy for 30 years before her 

AARP employment.  

" Better to give than to receive" is the 

motto she lives by. We welcome Janice 

to the Bates Place team. 

                                        -Judy Huizenga 
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Bates Place is blessed with another 

AARP receptionist:  Lynn Riptoe . 

Lynn was born and raised Grand 

Rapids. After high school, Lynn 

enrolled at Oakland University in 

Rochester, Michigan and earned a 

Bachelor of Arts degree, majoring 

in Psychology.  

Upon returning to Grand Rapids, 

Lynn’s work history included 

Planned Parenthood and Grand Val-

ley State College’s Downtown Cen-

ter. Then Lynn spent 17 years at 

Western University; 5 years as a 

Residence Hall Director, 12 years 

with the Upward Bound program 

and completed a Master of Public 

Adminstration degree. As a Resi-

dence Hall Director, Lynn devel-

oped her desire to see students 

succeed. This was perfect training 

for her years at Upward Bound 

where she worked with high 

school students working to im-

prove their GPA’s, prepare them 

for college, and during the sum-

mer months, live on campus and 

attend classes.  Lynn spent anoth-

er year in Green Bay Wisconsin 

as a Assistant Director of Upward 

Bound and 3 years at Lake Michi-

gan College in Benton Harbor as 

Director of Educational Oppor-

tunity Center working with adult 

learners . 

Now back 

in  GR, 

Lynn is 

here at 

Bates 

Place. She 

has taken 

many op-

portunities to help folks using creativity 

as a problem-solving tool. She has been 

helpful in grant writing opportunities and 

enjoys the camaraderie of the staff and 

volunteers. Lynn has had 3 other assign-

ment with AARP and we are thrilled she 

is now at Bates, using her many experi-

ences to support and challenge those who 

stop in. 

                                 -Marlene Cook 

 Marlene Cook - Communications, 

Operations & Donor Support Man-

ager 

 

Marlene  

joined 

the staff 

at Bates 

Place in 

2013 

after 

having 

first 

been involved as a volunteer. She is 

a native of New Jersey and Calvin 

College is where she earned a BA 

in secondary  education with an  

endorsement in Learning Disabil-                                                                                                                                                                                      

ities, as well as a Masters in Edu-

cation. She is a State -Certified 

Teacher’s Consultant and devoted 

more than 20 years to classroom 

teaching, working in the Thornap-

ple-Kellogg Public School system. 

After Marlene retired from teach-

ing, she began serving as a volun-

teer at Bates Place and quickly 

grew to love it.  

 

When not at Bates Place or enjoy-

ing her hobby of birding, she 

serves as a deacon at neighboring First 

Christian Reformed Church, where she 

is tasked with directing the food pan-

try.  

 

Marlene has a heart for those who are 

marginalized or find themselves on the 

fringes of society. She brings many 

gifts in administration, organization, 

and collaboration to her role at Bates 

Place. Her passion for its success is 

clear.                              -Joel Ruiter 



In an effort to improve the 

effectiveness of the minis-

try, the Bates Place Board 

has established a geo-

graphic boundary that  

better defines the Bates 

Place “neighborhood.” 

The Bates Place neighbor-

hood is bounded by: 

 Division Avenue (west) 

 Fuller Avenue (east) 

 Wealthy Street (north) 

 Hall Street (south) 

Visitors who reside outside 

this area are still offered 

advice and direction, but to 

be considered for financial 

assistance, a visitor must live 

within the neighborhood. 

Board Defines Boundaries of  Bates Place “Neighborhood”  

Bates Place 

650 Bates Street SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

Director: Bryan R. Blakely, Sr. 

 

Phone: (616) 241-BATES (2283) 

Fax: (616) 452-6649 

Email: batesplacegr@gmail.com 

Web: www.batesplacegr.org 

 

Ministry Center Hours: 

 Monday: 9:00—4:00 

 Tuesday: 9:00—4:00 

 Wednesday: 9:00—4:00 

 Thursday: CLOSED (C.L.E.A.R.) 

 Friday: 9:00—4:00 

Reconnecting and Empowering Our Neighbors To A Sustainable Future. 

B A T E S  P L A C E  M I N I S T R I E S  

Bates Place Board 

 
Joel Ruiter, President 
William De Vries 
Judy Huizinga 
Marlene Iwema 
Dave Jacobs 
Klasien Vaalburg 
Scott Van Drunen 
Cliff Washington 
Mark Zietse 

The Bates Place Board has set a fund raising goal of $10,000 for 2013.  To date, our 

fund-raising total for 2013 is less than $2,000.   

 

Your gift to Bates Place supports its important ministries and outreach.  Gifts to 

Bates Place are tax-deductible.   

 

Bates Place Ministries 

650 Bates Street SE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

 

You can also make a gift on-line through our Web site at: 

 

www.batesplacegr.org 

Your Tax-Deductible Gift to Bates Place is Appreciated!  


